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Blake. Every himself served in the navy. In the
Resolution and Edgar^ before he got the command
of a merchant ship, in which he made several
voyages to the West Indies, In May, 1694, he
was first mate of the Charles the Second, one of
the small squadron of English ships hired from
Sir James Houblon, by the Spanish Govern-
ment, to act against French smugglers who were
troubling their Peruvian trade.* The Spaniards
were bad paymasters, and Hcmblon's squadron
was detained at Corunna three or four months,
while the crews became more and more discon-
tented as their wages remained unpaid. As their
sense of grievance increased, a plot was formed
among the most turbulent spirits to seize a ship
and turn rovers, under Every's command. On the
night of the 30th May, the captain of the Charles
the Second was made prisoner while in bed. A
boat-load of men sent from the James to prevent
the capture, joined the mutineers; the cables
were cut, and the ship ran out of harbour. The
captain and all who were unwilling to join were
put into a boat, and the Charles, renamed the

* Sir James Houblon was an Alderman of London, and a Governor
of the Bank of England at the time.